An Epicurean Understanding of Valentine's Day:
Love, Romance, and Free-will

Post by “Kalosyni” of January 16, 2022 at 1:29 PM

Quote from Cassius

in terms of marriage in Epicurus' own context, we need to be sure we keep grounded in
Epicurus' will, in which he provided for the marriage of Metrodorus' daughter.

That in itself doesn't prove any position on marriage. It was just the prudent and compassionate
thing to do, because back then all respectable women were married...all unmarried women
would have been either a courtesan or a prostitute. But for men, they could live unmarried and
not be stigmatized.

It seems that the only way to solve this puzzle for modern times, is to use a hedonic calculus.
But then how do you determine the outcome with regard to pleasure and pain? This simply
could be a subjective feeling, so some people might decide that marriage results in too much
pain and so will not get married...or if divorced they will not seek to get re-married. But the
problem is that you sometimes can't predict the outcome. And then this: is it worth
experiencing an extreme amount of emotional pain so that you can enjoy some brief times of
emotional (and physical) pleasure?
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