
"Religion is a part of me"... how to deal with that?
Post by “Eikadistes” of January 14, 2022 at 11:55 AM

Quote

Nate, when I read your lines, I thought to myself "that's what attracts me to
Christianity!" Because it really sounds like a lot of fun (and pleasure  )- to meet up
with like-minded friends, discuss philosophical issues and generally enjoying a day off.
And I found myself asking: "What if I can have the same, but without the religious
doctrines on it?" It sounds like a dream to me! Even so, wouldn't it make sense to adapt
the Christian worldview- at least parly- in order to experience this pleasure, or will it
have more pain in the long run?

Most American Christians cannot identify Clement of Alexandria. You'd have a better time as an
intellectual Christian discussing Christian theology in a secular philosophy classroom with other
students than at local Bible study. Your average Christian reads at an 8th-grade level and have
absolutely no interest "discussing philosophical ideas", especially whenever those ideas pose a
challenge to the stability of their "like-minded" social environment.

Quote

That's a shame :(. But why are there then so many adult Christians?

There are so many Christian adults for the same reason there are so many Muslim adults in Iraq
and Communist adults in China. Religious affiliation is a reflection of one's social environment.
My thesis is that the form of "religion" that is mostly practiced by American Christians
(specifically) is a social phenomenon, not an intellectual one.
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