
"Religion is a part of me"... how to deal with that?
Post by “Kalosyni” of January 14, 2022 at 11:40 AM

Quote from Cassius

love" isn't the ultimate value in the Epicurean worldview, so has to be treated with
caution too.  As you observed smoothkiwi in another recent thread, not every
example of prudent eating is Epicurean. Not every instance of "common sense" is
Epicurean, and by similar token not every instance of love, or even of pleasure, is
something that Epicurus advised everyone to engage in all the time.

I don't intend this to sound harsh of course but it's really challenging to think through
the implications of what Epicurus is teaching. It doesn't add up to "god is love" or even
"the universe is pleasure" or any kind of master intention-based plan of action that
applies everywhere and all the time. "Pleasure" probably comes the closest to the
universal motivating force, but every time we say that we need to remember that
Epicurus was plain that we don't choose every immediate pleasure.

So this makes Epicureanism quite difficult to teach. And only certain people will be able to
grasp this big picture understanding of Epicureanism, and that there are no "black and white"
absolutes. You have to be able to think for youself, judge for yourself, and make decisions for
yourself.
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