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Quote from Matt

But because this isn’t the first time I’ve dealt with this type of thing it has caused me to
really want to draw the line in the sand between what is casual belief in something
supernatural and what is on the complete verge of madness.

My only caution is that most of the time when I have gotten too deeply involved with a person
who is so clearly out of touch with reality nothing good has come of it. The chances of your
changing their mind are next to none. Of course on the other hand we all have many casual
relationships with people of all types and it doesn't really matter what they believe as long as
their general relationship with us is beneficial.

No doubt there are lots of people in the world like that and always will be, and many of us will
even have relatives that way. Possibly the real issue before the house that ought to be
discussed is something like PD39 on what general methodology can be used to accurately
decide whether someone (1) can be made our friend, or (2) can at least not be treated like an
alien (stranger?) or (3) ought to be someone we actively separate ourselves from to the extent
possible.

I don't necessarily think that Epicurus was suggesting that we ought to have only Epicurean
friends, but those are interesting questions to consider -- such as "what really is a friend?" -- in
realistic rather than poetic terms.
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