"Religion is a part of me"... how to deal with that?

Post by “Cassius” of January 12, 2022 at 1:03 PM

Quote from smoothiekiwi

What do you think of that?

One thing | think about that is that | recall Frances Wright wrote this about debating with
friends, in "A Few Days In Athens" Chapter Eight"

Quote

Theon stopped, and, making a short apology, hastily retired. “Stay!” cried the master.
Theon again entered, but did not advance much within the threshold.

“When | bade you stay, | did not mean to fix you as doorkeeper. Come in, and shut the
door behind you.” Theon joyfully obeyed, and hurried to seize the extended hand of the
sage.” Since you have intruded on the sanctuary, | shall not drive you out.” He
motioned the youth to a place on his couch. “And now, what pretty things am | to say
to you for your yesterday’s defense of the wicked Gargettian? You should have come
home with me last night, when we were both hot from the combat, and then | could
have made you an eloguent compliment in full assembly at the Symposium, and you
would as eloquently have disclaimed it with one of your modest blushes.”

“Then, truly, if the master had such an intention, | am very glad | did not follow him.
But | passed the evening at my own lodgings, with my friend Cleanthes.”

“Trying to talk him into good humor and charity, was it?”

“Something so.”

“And you succeeded ?”

“Verily, | don’t know; he did not leave me in worse humor than he came.”

“Nay, then it must have been in better. Explanation always approaches or widens the
differences between friends.”

“Yes, but we also entered into argument.”
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“Dangerous ground that, to be sure. And your fight, of course, ended in a drawn
battle.”

“You pay me more than a merited compliment, in concluding that to be a thing of
course.”

“Nay, your pardon! | pay you any thing but a compliment. It is not that | conclude your
rhetoric and your logic equal, but your obstinacy and your vanity.”

“Do you know, | don’t think myself either obstinate or vain,” said Theon, smiling.
“Had | supposed you did, | might not have seen occasion to give you the information.”
“But on what grounds do you think me obstinate and vain?”

“Your years; your years. And do you think there is a man under twenty that is not
both?”

“Why, | should think an old man, at least, more obstinate than a young one.”

“l grant you, when he is obstinate, which is pretty often, but not quite always; and
when he is vain, the same. But whilst many old men have vanity and obstinacy in the
superlative degree, all young men have those qualities in the positive. | believe your
share to be tolerably moderate, but do not suppose that you have no share at all. Well,
and now tell me, was it not a drawn battle?”

“| confess it was. At least, we neither of us convinced the other.”

“My son, it would have added one more to the seven wonders if you had. | incline to
doubt, if two men, in the course of an olympiad, enter on an argument from the honest
and single desire of coming at the truth, or if, in the course of a century, one man
comes from an argument convinced by his opponent.”
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