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This is part of the relevant discussion from Torquatus:

Quote

He judged that the logic of your school possesses no efficacy either for the amelioration
of life or for the facilitation of debate. He laid the greatest stress on natural science.
That branch of knowledge enables us to realize clearly the force of words and the
natural conditions of speech and the theory of consistent and contradictory expressions
; and when we have learned the constitution of the universe we are relieved of
superstition, are emancipated from the dread of death, are not agitated through
ignorance of phenomena, from which ignorance, more than any thing else, terrible
panics often arise ; finally, our characters will also be improved when we have learned
what it is that nature craves. Then again if we grasp a rm knowledge of phenomena,
and uphold that canon, which almost fell from heaven into human ken, that test to
which we are to bring all our judgments concerning things, we shall never succumb to
any man’s eloquence and abandon our opinions.

[64] Moreover, unless the constitution of the world is thoroughly understood, we shall
by no means be able to justify the verdicts of our senses. Further, our mental
perceptions all arise from our sensations; and if these are all to be true, as the system
of Epicurus proves to us, then only will cognition and perception become possible. Now
those who invalidate sensations and say that perception is altogether impossible,
cannot even clear the way for this very argument of theirs when they have thrust the
senses aside. Moreover, when cognition and knowledge have been invalidated, every
principle concerning the conduct of life and the performance of its business becomes
invalidated. So from natural science we borrow courage to withstand the fear of death,
and rmness to face superstitious dread, and tranquillity of mind, through the removal
of ignorance concerning the mysteries of the world, and self-control, arising from the
elucidation of the nature of the passions and their different classes, and as I shewed
just now, our leader again has established the canon and criterion of knowledge and
thus has imparted to us a method for marking off falsehood from truth.
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