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Quote from Matt

Our perception is real, though it may not be always consistent. A coat rack in a dark
room may appear to be a man, it may cause us a disturbance. We may perceive it as a
man…but when the light is turned on the coat rack is revealed to be just an object. Our
perception is real because regardless of what it “actually” is our reaction via our
perception is real.

Our perception may be different or maybe our identification of something might be
mistaken, but our perception of it is “real”…I guess but what other standard would
someone judge? There are no other arbiters of what is real other than what conscious
humans perceive.

Quote from Cassius

Book 4 of Lucretius is all about illusions and other distortions that appear to us, yet
despite that confirms that the senses are all we have so that all reasoning still
ultimately rests on the senses.

Add to that the previously stated earlier in the poem observations that the universe has
no center, and no edge, and no beginning (or end) and you have the elements for
concluding that the search for any perspective of objectivity from "outside" the
universe or by a creator or from a center or a point of origin is impossible. You
therefore eliminate the possibility of a standard of omniscience or a single "absolute"
answer as the test of "truth."

That leaves repeatability as the ultimate test of the senses and what is real to us - what
is confirmed through repeated observation is what is "real."

The following Principle Doctrines 23, 24...seem to apply to this discussion:

Quote
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23.
If you fight against all your perceptions,
you will have nothing to refer to in judging
those which you declare to be false. [note]

εἰ μαχῇ πάσαις ταῖς αἰσθήσεσιν, οὐχ
ἕξεις οὐδʼ ἃς ἂν φῇς αὐτῶν διεψεῦσθαι
πρὸς τί ποιούμενος τὴν ἀγωγὴν
κρίνῃς.

24.

If you reject a perception outright and do
not distinguish between your opinion
about what will happen after, what came
before, your feelings, and all the layers of
imagination involved in your thoughts,
then you will throw your other perceptions
into confusion because of your trifling
opinions; as a result, you will reject the
very criterion of truth. And if when forming
concepts from your opinions you treat as
confirmed everything that will happen and
what you do not witness thereafter, then
you will not avoid what is false, so that you
will remove all argument and all judgment
about what is and is not correct.

εἰ τινʼ ἐκβαλεῖς ἁπλῶς αἴσθησιν καὶ μὴ
διαιρήσεις τὸ δοξαζόμενον καὶ τὸ
προσμένον καὶ τὸ παρὸν ἤδη κατὰ τὴν
αἴσθησιν καὶ τὰ πάθη καὶ πᾶσαν
φανταστικὴν ἐπιβολὴν τῆς διανοίας,
συνταράξεις καὶ τὰς λοιπὰς αἰσθήσεις
τῇ ματαίῳ δόξῃ, ὥστε τὸ κριτήριον
ἅπαν ἐκβαλεῖς· εἰ δὲ βεβαιώσεις καὶ τὸ
προσμένον ἅπαν ἐν ταῖς δοξαστικαῖς
ἐννοίαις καὶ τὸ μὴ τὴν ἐπιμαρτύρησιν
<ἔχον>, οὐκ ἐκλείψεις τὸ
διεψευσμένον, ὡς τετηρηκὼς ἔσῃ
πᾶσαν ἀμφισβήτησιν κατὰ πᾶσαν
κρίσιν τοῦ ὀρθῶς ἢ μὴ ὀρθῶς.
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