Godfrey's Epicurean Outline

Post by “Cassius” of December 10, 2018 at 9:30 PM

"- It is impossible to verify the existence of the gods through the senses, therefore knowledge
of their existence or non-existence is based solely on the information of the preconceptions and
the feelings and, after that, reason."

On this one, this is part of the big debate on gods on which there are many opinions. The
majority academics argue that Epicurus' opinion that "gods" exist was based ONLY on
perceptions through the senses, the opposite of what you wrote there. Of course DeWitt argues
that the primary knowledge of gods come through preconceptions and presumably reasoning
based on isonomia and "no single thing of a kind."

And another way to look at this is that Epicurus tended not to frame things in terms of "it is
impossible to verify....." i think | am correct in saying that he starts with evidence, and builds on
what is there, but he doesn't generally emphasize the impossibility of getting evidence later.
What you're saying is no doubt generally correct, and would apply to things like "impossible to
fly to the heavens to check them out. Or maybe it would be more accurate too to say "it's
impossible (at least for now) to verify the existence of the gods through the FIVE senses."

Part of my hesitancy here too is there is a lot of discussion of "images" and perhaps the brain
being able to receive non-visible images. Again, rather than trying to jump to my own
conclusion, I'm trying to start like deWitt with thinking about the texts and what is actually said,
rather than what's wrong or right. But this is just a minor point in your outline....
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