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Post by “Cassius” of December 10, 2018 at 9:24 PM

Another comment on this bullet point:

- Science needs to be studied only to the degree that it brings relief from fear.

Yes I think that is a good summary of several textual references, but of course I personally
would think that this statement must have had a context. Some people like to highlight the
"ONLY" and use this to argue that Epicurus was disdainful of knowledge in general, but I think
he had a consistent position that everything should bring happiness, and that he meant mental
AND physical. Surely we need knowledge of medicine and other natural devices to make life
easier and more comfortable, and I can't believe he would have written off those uses. So I tend
to think that this is a reference to "theoretical knowledge" and wasn't intended as a slam at the
practical sciences which do so much to make life more pleasant and happy.
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