Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?

Post by “Matt” of January 8, 2022 at 2:03 PM

| just feel like this hypothetical is in the realm of it being entirely implausible given the
particular parameters. Its an idealist abstraction that doesn’t take into account reality. How
reality works, how nature works, how human behavior works.

To argue against this you'd need far more detail, by the person positing this absurdity. So is
this universe one where humans don’'t need social interaction? Need to have sex? Need to
reproduce? Need to eat? Need to work? Need to exercise? Are the effects of the machine
identical to actual tactile experiences in reality? Is the effect on the brain the same? If the idea
is just being posited in a vacuum then no, this question is an absurdity because it refuses to
take into account reality and it's akin to any idealist abstract hypothetical. It's a trap...
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