Talking About Epicurus With Someone Who Is A Stoic
(Or Of Some Other Anti-Epicurean Philosophy)

Post by “Godfrey” of January 7, 2022 at 10:53 PM

Quote from smoothiekiwi

Asking this ,why" is scary, and | personally am only at the very start of it. But | also
think that it's the only way to a happy lief.

It IS scary! Especially when you start with the Physics and understand Epicurus' atomism and
cosmology and their implications. But then studying and understanding the Canon provides a
solid grounding in the here and now. And, at least for me, it's only at this point that the Ethics
really makes sense.

Quote from smoothiekiwi

It's such a strange philosophy, completely alien to us- yet it's the most logically
coherent one (looking at you, Stoicism!), and probably the one which will bring the
most happiness and pleasure in the long run. Well, at least | hope that =

You're right, it is logically coherent. It's a complete worldview, and also one that is highly
consistent with modern science. And | too think it will bring the most happiness and pleasure,
the best life. The more you study, the more you'll find that it’'s much less strange and alien than
it now seems: in fact you may find that it's perfectly obvious. The sad thing is that so many of
the texts have been lost, and the philosophy has been maligned and misrepresented by so
many rivals over the millennia, that we all have to go through this process of piecing it together
for ourselves.
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