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One of Cassius 's favorite Vatican Sayings (attributed to Metrodorus):

Quote

VS47 : I have anticipated thee, Fortune, and entrenched myself against all thy secret
attacks. And we will not give ourselves up as captives to thee or to any other
circumstance; but when it is time for us to go, spitting contempt on life and on those
who here vainly cling to it, we will leave life crying aloud in a glorious triumph-song that
we have lived well.

I was intrigued by the word translated as "triumph-song." The word (according to Bailey) is
παιωνος (paiōnos), an Ionic form of the word παιάν (paian > English "paean"):

Henry George Liddell, Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, π , πάγ-χαλκος , Παιάν

As the LSJ says, the song had its origin in a hymn to Apollo, the healer of the gods. This has
direct relevance to this birthday of Epicurus. DeWitt had said that one of Epicurus's favorite
"expletives" was "Paian Anax!" which refers to Apollo as Lord and Healer. (Think of saying
something like "Good Lord!" when you're surprised by something or excited.) Epicurus is also a
physician in his providing a practical philosophy for the "health of the body and tranquility of
the mind." There are also associations with Apollo with picking the 20th as the date of the
Epicurean monthly celebrations. And, finally, this 7th of Gamelion (1/10/22) is, according to that
calendar link, a feast day of Apollo!

This connection of Apollo with the Epicureans intrigues me and may warrant further research.
But that's for later. For now, here are some quick connections between Aphrodite ("patron
goddess" of the Epicureans) and Apollo...

Aphrodite and Apollo
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ADONIS A prince of the island Kypros (eastern Mediterranean) who was loved by the god
Apollon. Adonis was described as androgynous, acting like a man in his affections for Aphrodite,
and like a woman with Apollon.

Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 1. 16 (trans. Aldrich) (Greek mythographer C2nd A.D.) :

"Aphrodite, furious with Kleio . . . caused her to fall in love with Magnes' son Pieros. As a result
of their union she bore him a son Hyakinthos. Thamyris, son of Philammon and the Nymphe
Argiope, the first male to love other males, fell in love with Hyakinthos. Later on Apollon, who
also loved him, accidentally killed him with a discus."
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