Why Parrhesia is Necessary

Post by “Cassius” of January 7, 2022 at 5:15 AM

i think your point here is correct. Some people will look at situations and prejudge them "how
could someone not want to go visit their grandma?" and jump to the application of a one-size-
fits-all rule and say "He should!"

We don't need to get into the specifics of your situation or any other of the situations you
mention as to what you should tolerate and what you should not. You may or may not be
making the decision that others would make on any of those situations. But you're right to be
looking at YOUR situation and adding up all the implications of YOUR situation, without thinking
that there's a universal rule that answers the question for her. That's all that anyone can do.
We should work to look at the universe and the way things are with the most clear possible
analysis, but in the end we cannot hold ourselves to standards of omniscience and we have to
make our choices on the best information, and using the best analysis, that we have access to.

And you are right here too - Epicurean philosophy is often thought to be "egoistic" - and it is
from a certain perspective, but the difference between Epicurus and Ayn Rand style egoism is
that Epicurus stresses clarity of result -- We should not do anything just because we decide it is
our will to do it, we should keep the focus on why we do anything - pleasure - and measure the
whole situation according to how much pleasure and pain will result to us. There are MANY
situations in life were "doing what we want to do" is not going to produce the best
pleasure/pain result for us.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2298-why-parrhesia-is-necessary/?postID=15480#post15480 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2298-why-parrhesia-is-necessary/?postID=15480#post15480

