
Proselytising and pleasure: compatible?
Post by “Cassius” of January 6, 2022 at 4:39 PM

Quote from smoothiekiwi

But I most certainly wouldn’t gain pleasure from going around, from door to door, and
spreading the word of Epicurus.

YOU wouldn't do that, WE wouldn't do that, and neither would the Epicurean mentioned in
Lucian's "Aristotle the Oracle-Monger" after getting this advice from Lucian:
https://epicurism.info/etexts/Alexander.html

Quote

On one occasion, indeed, an Epicurean got himself into great trouble by daring to
expose him before a great gathering. He came up and addressed him in a loud voice,
‘Alexander, it was you who induced So-and-so the Paphlagonian to bring his slaves
before the governor of Galatia, charged with the murder of his son who was being
educated in Alexandria. Well, the young man is alive, and has come back, to find that
the salves had been cast to the beasts by your machinations." What had happened was
this: The lad had sailed up the Nile, gone on to a Red Sea port, found a vessel starting
for India, and been persuaded to make the voyage. He being long overdue, the
unfortunate slaves supposed that he had either perished in the Nile or fallen a victim to
some of the pirates who infested it at that time; so they came home to report his
disappearance. Then followed the oracle [indicting the slaves with murder], the
sentence, and finally the young man’s return with the story of his absence.

All this the Epicurean recounted. Alexander was much annoyed by the exposure, and
could not stomach so well deserved an affront; he directed the company to stone the
man, on pain of being involved in his impiety and called Epicureans. However, when
they set to work, a distinguished Pontic called Demostratus, who was staying there,
rescued him by interposing his own body; the man had the narrowest possible escape
from being stoned to death—as he richly deserved to be; what business had he to be
the only sane man in a crowed of madmen, and needlessly make himself the butt of
Paphlagonian infatuation?

You're providing the answer to your own question by pointing out that it would defy common
sense to go around preaching indiscriminately.

And as we know, Epicurus held ALL of these are true:
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PD16. In but few things chance hinders a wise man, but the greatest and most important
matters, reason has ordained, and throughout the whole period of life does and will ordain.

VS41. We must laugh and philosophize at the same time, and do our household duties, and
employ our other faculties, and never cease proclaiming the sayings of the true philosophy.

VS52. Friendship dances around the world, bidding us all to awaken to the recognition of
happiness.
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