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Quote from Kalosyni

Objects that can hold things (boxes, cups, etc.) can at times be empty.

Ideas that can hold things (truth, validity, reason, accuracy) can at times be empty.

I picked K's comment to quote largely at random, but the point I think is important is there.

I think this is important because I get the idea that in conjunction with discussions (us I mean,
not Epicurean necessarily) which reference "empty" there it is also frequently implied that
certain types of desires are ALWAYS "empty." That may be as much of my problem with this
phrasing as anything else.

Is anyone thinking that there is a list of desires that is "ALWAYS" empty? I am thinking of the
classic fame, power, riches, etc. Those may strike me as always dangerous, but NOT always
"empty" and some degree of fulfillment of those is generally necessary in life.

So what I am suggesting as part of this discussion that we make clear the "relative nature" and
"subjectivity" of these issues, because if we cross the line into saying "XXXX desire is ALWAYS
empty" I have a feeling we are on that slippery slope to Platonism. That may apply to "I want to
live forever" which is physically impossible for humans, but I am not aware of too many such
desires that might be physically impossible to at least get some benefit from pursuing.

There's a lot of subtlety here to be considered.
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