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Quote from Kalosyni

My question is how to trust other people who are in a shared real life environment? If
everyone is pursuing firstly their own individual pleasure, they must also have a believe
in the mutual motivation "to cause no harm"...or else there is no trust, and without
trust there is no safety.

Good question. As far as trusting people, the old Russian adage "Trust but verify" may be
applicable. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trust%2C_…ify?wprov=sfla1

Do people's actions agree with their words? Let's say it's a matter of observation by our senses
(to keep in the spirit of Epicurus).

For me and my understanding, my pleasure depends on warm, cordial and/or friendly relations
with those around me. If I extend kindness to someone, there's a hope (or societal
expectation?) that I'll receive kindness in turn when needed. I'm not an idiot and know this isn't
always the case! But, overall, it's not a ridiculous way to operate.

I also need to point out that, from my reading, personal pleasure and pain don't enter into
Epicurus's formulation of justice in the PDs. There's no mention on them in PD31 to PD38. It's all
about the basic agreement, contract, covenant, mutual benefit, etc. These agreements should
lead to a pleasurable life of safety from fellow members of society, but that's outside the direct
scope of those PDs. That realization (just now for me) is food for my thought.
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