Exploration of Epicurean Concepts of Justice,
Contracts, & Not to Harm or Be Harmed

Post by “Cassius” of January 1, 2022 at 12:28 PM

Kalosyni it sounds to me like you are right to be struggling with some of the core issues of
Epicurus, and you will want to keep struggling with these core issues until you decide whether
you find his "medicine" worthwhile or not.

| recall that you said that you have not read Lucretius. When you do, you will find that one of
his most-repeated analogies is to the taking of wormwood as a medicine, which restores health,
but is bitter to the taste.

For example:
Quote

For that too is seen to be not without good reason; but even as healers, when they
essay to give loathsome wormwood to children, first touch the rim all round the cup
with the sweet golden moisture of honey, so that the unwitting age of children may be
beqguiled as far as the lips, and meanwhile may drink the bitter draught of wormwood,
and though charmed may not be harmed, but rather by such means may be restored
and come to health; so now, since this philosophy full often seems too bitter to those
who have not tasted it, and the multitude shrinks back away from it, | have desired to
set forth to you my reasoning in the sweet-tongued song of the muses, and as though
to touch it with the pleasant honey of poetry, if perchance | might avail by such means
to keep your mind set upon my verses, while you come to see the whole nature of
things, what is its shape and figure.

And as Lucretius also said in a longer quote worth repeating here:
Quote

Herein | have one fear, lest perchance you think that you are starting on the principles
of some unholy reasoning, and setting foot upon the path of sin. Nay, but on the other
hand, again and again our foe, religion, has given birth to deeds sinful and unholy.
Even as at Aulis the chosen chieftains of the Danai, the first of all the host, foully
stained with the blood of Iphianassa the altar of the Virgin of the Cross-Roads. For as
soon as the band braided about her virgin locks streamed from her either cheek in
equal lengths, as soon as she saw her sorrowing sire stand at the altar’s side, and near
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him the attendants hiding their knives, and her countrymen shedding tears at the sight
of her, tongue-tied with terror, sinking on her knees she fell to earth. Nor could it avail
the luckless maid at such a time that she first had given the name of father to the king.
For seized by men’s hands, all trembling was she led to the altars, not that, when the
ancient rite of sacrifice was fulfilled, she might be escorted by the clear cry of ‘Hymen’,
but in the very moment of marriage, a pure victim she might foully fall, sorrowing
beneath a father’s slaughtering stroke, that a happy and hallowed starting might be
granted to the fleet. Such evil deeds could religion prompt.

[102] You yourself sometime vanquished by the fearsome threats of the seer’s sayings,
will seek to desert from us. Nay indeed, how many a dream may they even now conjure
up before you, which might avail to overthrow your schemes of life, and confound in
fear all your fortunes.

And justly so: for if men could see that there is a fixed limit to their sorrows, then with
some reason they might have the strength to stand against the scruples of religion, and
the threats of seers. As it is there is no means, no power to withstand, since everlasting
is the punishment they must fear in death. For they know not what is the nature of the
soul, whether it is born or else finds its way into them at their birth, and again whether
it is torn apart by death and perishes with us, or goes to see the shades of Orcus and
his waste pools, or by the gods’ will implants itself in other breasts, as our own Ennius
sang, who first bore down from pleasant Helicon the wreath of deathless leaves, to win
bright fame among the tribes of Italian peoples. And yet despite this, Ennius sets forth
in the discourse of his immortal verse that there is besides a realm of Acheron, where
neither our souls nor bodies endure, but as it were images pale in wondrous wise; and
thence he tells that the form of Homer, ever green and fresh, rose to him, and began to
shed salt tears, and in converse to reveal the nature of things.

Quote from Kalosyni

If this is what this online forum advocates

Yes | do find that Matt's summaries on these points are accurate to what many of us advocate
as true, but that's because we are here because we agree with what Epicurus wrote. A lot of
what he wrote and taught are very different from what most people are taught nowadays, and
in the end each person has to decide what they think is true.

There are lots of subtleties in all these points which make it important not to jump to
conclusions too fast. Be sure that you take all the time necessary to be sure you understand the
implications before you accept them. There's no rush and there are many people here who are
happy to talk about these things!
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