
Elayne's personal outline
Post by “Cassius” of December 5, 2018 at 7:29 PM

On Knowledge Elayne wrote: 8. In isolation, each way of perceiving the environment can lead to
errors of understanding the world. Then reasoning, both fast and slow, can add more errors of
interpretation, both individually and in groups. 9. Despite these potential routes of error,
we have so many different means of experiencing the world that it is pragmatically
reasonable to accept certain redundantly confirmed conclusions as factual. I agree
with Gould that a “fact” Is something so likely to be true that it would be silly not to accept it.

On a similar train of thought Diogenes of Oinanda wrote:

Fr. 5

[Others do not] explicitly [stigmatise] natural science as unnecessary, being ashamed to
acknowledge [this], but use another means of discarding it. For, when they assert that things
are inapprehensible, what else are they saying than that there is no need for us to pursue
natural science? After all, who will choose to seek what he can never find?

Now Aristotle and those who hold the same Peripatetic views as Aristotle say that nothing is
scientifically knowable, because things are continually in flux and, on account of the rapidity of
the flux, evade our apprehension. We on the other hand acknowledge their flux, but not
its being so rapid that the nature of each thing [is] at no time apprehensible by
sense-perception. And indeed [in no way would the upholders of] the view under discussion
have been able to say (and this is just what they do [maintain] that [at one time] this is [white]
and this black, while [at another time] neither this is [white nor] that black, [if] they had not
had [previous] knowledge of the nature of both white and black.

Other comments:

12. People who have meditated extensively or done other practices to change their brain
functioning will often tell others that now they know the truth and that typical human brains
operate under an illusion or delusion. In fact, these people have inactivated some of their brain
functions. This does nothing to invalidate ordinary human experience or knowledge. <<< I
COMPLETELY agree with this! 

3. Feelings are more important to typical humans than living longer. YEP!! Letter to Menoeceus:
"And even as men choose of food not merely and simply the larger portion, but the more
pleasant, so the wise seek to enjoy the time which is most pleasant and not merely that which
is longest."
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Now that I have finished reading the entire list I'll just say in summary that it is really excellent.
No doubt any list can be nit-picked but on first read-through absolutely none of them jump out
at me that would be something hard to reconcile with what I believe to be true about Epicurean
philosophy.
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