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I think a lot of this has to do with the compartmentalization of all violent actions in nature in
general (including all forms human violence and natural violence which exists in all forms in
nature) and our perception that there is a higher abstract idea that certain forms of violence
are considered legal and illegal within contractual agreements. For example the types of violent
actions outlined in the US Law of Armed Conflict and the more “universal” Geneva Convention
show us there are more regional ideas of what is considered “lawful” acts and “illegal” acts.
However, as with any agreement like these particular ones, they apply only to those parties
willing to agree to the terms and there are a great number of parties who do not recognize
these compacts. Confounding any sort of universal agreements. Navigating this is difficult from
21,000 feet looking down, but on the ground dealing with individual acts of violence and self-
preservation it becomes a matter of instinct and the circumstances of the moment. An
Epicurean should feel no concern about self defense or self preservation.

For me, my entire career has been dealing with the philosophy of mutually assured destruction
and the consequences of parties breaking agreements and treaties. I usually have a lot of time
to think about this stuff because I’m immersed in it daily.
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