Exploration of Epicurean Concepts of Justice,
Contracts, & Not to Harm or Be Harmed

Post by “Cassius” of December 31, 2021 at 2:32 PM

Yes there is definitely a lack of consensus on how to interpret those PDs so it is good for you to
add that perspective. And in addition to what you have raised, there are the questions that
arise from the changed circumstances that Epicurus starts talking about, because the
conclusion that one would think would be obvious (that the breaking of a contract is unjust)
does not seem to be nearly so obvious at all. In fact | would argue that Epicurus makes it so
easy to justify breaking a contract that if "harm or be harmed" were held by some to be a
universal standard of some kind, he's almost taking pains to show that even that is not
universal.

So there's the issue that even if one were to suggest that all justice should be considered to
revolve around contracts not to harm or be harmed, it appears that there is no injustice in
breaking those contracts very readily.

Lots to unwind in the issue of Justice and this is definitely an area not to pin oneself down to a
particular position to quickly.
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