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Quote from Matt

there is no universal imperative to do so

Yes that is the issue. For there to be a universal imperative there would need to be some kind
of enforcing mechanism, some kind of "authority figure" with the authority and the right to set
such a standard.

Of course in practice the vast majority of people have the same "sense" that pain is bad and
pleasure is good, and there is a general baseline revulsion to pain in most people (we can leave
out the psychopaths and ascribe that to clinical issues). So we largely get to the same place
that most of us have an understanding that inflicting pain on others is undesirable MOST of the
time, but we all can (or should) be able to quickly identify cases where even the most emphatic
person can see that some infliction of pain (restraint or pain to someone who is about to
murder innocent people) has such beneficial results that we are willing to do that.

There's a wide spectrum of views on these subjects among most people who I would consider
normal, and the number of people who have no regard to others' pain is probably about the
same small number who would never admit any exceptions to the infliction of pain -- both
positions run smack into the reality of the pain that we would face if we tried to implement
them in reality.
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