Should Epicurean Philosophy Be Made More
Accessible?

Post by “Don” of December 31, 2021 at 12:16 PM

That's a good article. | especially liked the last line:
Quote from Shermer

The fact that science progresses toward, say, eradicating diseases and landing
spacecraft on Mars must mean that our perceptions of reality are growing ever closer
to the truth, even if it is with a small “t.”

| think the canonical faculties are there to give us a "true" presentation of what's "out there" in
the real world. Epicurus says as much, to me, when he wrote (emphasis added):

Quote from Epicurus

For the presentations which, e.g., are received in a picture or arise in dreams, or from
any other form of apprehension by the mind or by the other criteria of truth, would
never have resembled what we call the real and true things, had it not been for certain
actual things of the kind with which we come in contact.

Those things "with which we come in contact" are the things in the real world which our senses
sense. | will say Dr. Lisa Feldman Barrett's research augments my understanding on this. We
jump from a stick or rope on the ground, thinking it is a snake, because it's easier for our brains
to identify "long, thin shape on ground = snake > Run!" than to analyze every instance. Save
yourself first; Laugh at false alarm later. That's a nutshell from me. Thanks for posting!
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