"You Have Been Deceived"

Post by “Cassius” of December 30, 2021 at 9:28 AM

Here is one version of the text -- a version that Elli sent to me with her Greek commentary /
translation. | will see if | can find others because | am not sure if this is the final text or a draft.
If anyone compares the text version to what they hear on the video and finds something
significantly different, please let me know.

Original Post At NewEpicurean, with English text: http://newepicurean.com/you-have-been-
deceived/

Working link for video without subtitles, at Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/202939817

You have been deceived.

If you are hearing these words in the early years of the twenty-first century, then you have
already wasted much of your life dealing with nonsense.

If you are surrounded by people who are called “religious,” then you have wasted your time
dealing with people who claim that a god created the universe; that a god determined the
course of your life before you were born; that a god will tell you what to do while you are alive,
and that a god will punish or reward you after death. Depending on where you live, you may
have had to live in fear for your life - fear that those who claim to be the chosen people of god
will kill you, or enslave you, because you are not one of them.

‘Exete eEamatnO«i.

Edv akoOTe autd ta Adyla OTA MPWLHA XPdvla TOL €LKOOTOU MPWTOL alwva, TOTE €xeTe AdN
oM TOAACEL ONUOVTIKS UEPOC TNG CWHC 00C aaXoAoUEVOL UE avonaieg.

Av mepBAAAeCcTE amd AvOPWTOLE TOL AMOKaAoDVTAL «Bpnokevduevol», TOTE €xeTE XAOEL TO
XP6vo oo¢ PE TO va aoyoAsiote Pe dtopa mov woyxvplfovtal 6TL KAmolog B¢ dnuLlovpyNnoe TO
glOumav, 6Tl Kdmolog 0ed¢ kabBdéploe tnv mopela TnG CwAC cag mpwv akdéun yevvnbelite, 6TL
Kdmnolo¢ 6e6¢ Ba cag meL TL va Khvete evw elote Cwvtavol, kat 6Tl K&molog Be6¢ Ba cog
THwpPNoeL | Ba cag avtaue{yel petd To B&vato. AvdAoya pe To Mol Celte, umopel va €xete
Cnoel he e6Bo yla tn Cwr oag - 0 péRog 6Tl ekelvol mov LoxvpiCovtal 6Tl elval 0 eKAEKTOC Aadg
ToU Bg00 Ba 0O OKOTWOOLY, ) Ba oG LTIOBOLAWGCOLY, eNeldr dev eloTe évag and avtolg.
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If you are surrounded by people who are called “highly educated,” then you have wasted your
time dealing with people who claim that you should be “good” and “virtuous” - and that
following their system of logic and reasoning is the only way to know what the words “good”
and “virtuous” mean. These people tell you that it is not possible for you to know anything for
yourself, and they consider you to be little more than slaves in a dark cave, waiting for them to
enlighten you about a “truth” that only they can bring.

And if you are surrounded by people who are called “uneducated,” then you have wasted your
time dealing with people who claim that the world is chaotic — totally unpredictable — and that
it is useless to plan for the future, or to do anything other than pursue the pleasures of the
moment, preferably with drugs, or any of the numberless forms of escapism that substitute for
drugs in today’s world.

Av mepBAAAEaTE amd avOPWTOLE TOL AMOKAAOUVTAL «LYNAOD HOPPWTLKOD Emmédov», TOTE
€xeTE XAOoeL TO XPOVO 0aG UE TO va 00XOAe(oTE PE avBpwmoug mov vroatnpiCouv 6Tl Ba mpénel
va {oTte «KaAol(» Kol «EVEAPETOL» - Kat 6TL TO va akoAovBeite To dikd TOouG cOOTNUA AOYLIKAG Kal
OULAAOYLOPOD €lval 0 pévog TPOMOG yla va yvwploete TL onuaivouy ol AEelg «KaAol» Kot
«gvdpeTtol». Avtol oL dvBpwmol cag Aéve O6TL and povol cag 6ev elval duvatd va yvwpilete
T{nmota ywx tov €auTtd oOC KoL Bewpolv 6Tl elote KATL Alyo meploadtepo amd oKAAPBOL OE [l
OKOTEWH OMNAL&, TEPLUEVOVTAC TOULG VA 0OC dLaQWTIOOLY OXETIKA HE MO «aAABELa» TIOL POVO
auTol umopolv va oG HETAPEPOLV.

Kat av meptBdAAecTe and avOPWMOUS TOL amoKaAoDvTal «aypduuatol», TéTe éxete YAosL To
XpOvo caC¢ UE TO va aoyoAe{ote pe dtopa mouv LoxupiCovtal 6Tl 0 Kéopog eival xaoTilkog -
EVTEAWG aTMPOBAENTOC - KoL OTL elval AXpNoTO va MPOYPOUMATICETE yia To HEAAOY, ] v KAVETE
otdAmote &AANO MopPd va EMBLIKETE TIC amMOAAUOELC TNG OTWYMAC, Katd mpotiunon Ta
VAPKWTLIKGE, ] omoleodrimote and TG HoppEC QUYAC AT TNV TPAYUATIKOTNTA OV UTIOKABLOTOOY
TO VAPKWTLKA 0TO onUEPLVO KOTUO.

It is time for you to see that all this is deception, and that you need not hand your life over to it.

It is time for you to shift your devotion and your attention away from the deceptions which have
grown from what we today call the “Middle East.” Once again you must ask the question that
was first asked almost two thousand years ago: “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?”

The man who first asked that question knew that Athens and Jerusalem cannot be reconciled.
He knew that one has to take sides in the war between those who love their life in this world,
and those who love some other world. You are living in a world that has chosen sides - and
chosen unwisely.

The man who first asked that question knew that Athens and Jerusalem cannot be y. He knew
that it is necessary to take sides in the war between those who love their life in this world and
those who love some other world. You are living in a world that has chosen sides - and chosen
unwisely.
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Elval katpdg va delte 6Tl Aa avtd elval andtn Kot 4Tl 6ev xpeldletal va napadwoete Tn WA
oG o€ auT4.

Elval Kalpd¢ va petatonioete TNV a@ooiwon KoL TNy mpoocoyxr oag Hokpld and TG andTeC mov
g€xouv avantuxBbel and avtd mov oAuepa ovopdlovpe «Méan AvatoAn». MNa &AAN pa opd Ba
TIPETEL VA BECETE TO EPWTNMA TIOL TEONKE yla MPWTN Popd oxedSY 6VO0 YIALEdEC Xpdvla TpLy: «TL
oxéon €xeL n ABrva Pe TNV lEpOLOAAAU»;

O 4&vBpwrno¢ mouv £€6goe yw MPWTN Qopd auvtd TOo £pwTNUA yvwplle O6TL n ABrjva Kal n
lepovoaAu 6ev pumopoly va cuuBlBactouv. MNwplle 6Tt elval avaykaio va ndpovue 6€on atov
NMOAEPO avaueoa o€ eke(voug oL ayamnolv Tn Cwr TOUG o€ aVTOV TOV KOGUO Kol O EKE(VOLG TIOL
ayamnolv KAmoLov dAAo KOGUOo. Zel{te o€ €vav KOO0 oL €XEL EMMAEEEL TAELPEG - KOL €XEL ETUAEEEL
aneplokenTa.

Hundreds of years before Tertulian asked his question about Jerusalem., there arose in Athens
the greatest of all teachers and the school that he founded. The philosopher Epicurus showed
the people of his day how to be free by asking other questions; questions which we ourselves
can ask today.

But what has confused so many of you is that you have never thought about the nature of
asking questions. You presume that all questions are asked in good faith, and that answers can
be established by looking to see how many people agree with them, or whether the answers
“make sense” to you given the assumptions that the questioners ask you to make.

Ekatovtdbeg xpdévia mpwv va Béoel 0 TePTLAALAVOC aLTH TNV €PWTNON OXETLKA HE TNV
lepovoaAriud, otnv ABAVA EUPavioTNKE 0 HEYAADTEPOC OAWY TWVY BAOKAAWY Kal (Bpvoe Tn oxoAn
Tou. O @LAbTo@oC Enikovpocg €6€lEe 0TOUC AVOPWIOLE TNG €MOXAC TOL MWC va e{val eAe0BepoOL
BéTovTacg AAAEC epwTrioelC. EpwTroelg mou Kat euel(c ot (Lol pmopovue va K&voue orlEpPQ.

AAAG auTtéd mouv €xel mpokaAéoel olyxvon o€ TOOOLG TOAAODG amd oog elval OTL Bev €xeTe
e€etdoel moté TN QUON TWYV EPWTACEWVY. YmoBétete OTL OAEC Ol epwTAOELS lval
KaAompoa{peTeg Kal 6TL oL amMavTACELC Unmopoly va dSlamotwholv he TNy eE€Taon Tov MARBOLC
TWY avOPWTWY TOL CLUPEWVYOLY pall Toug, 1§ av oL ANMaVTACEL «ByAlouv vénuo» oE €04C UE
5ebopéveC TIC LTIOBEOELC IOV OL EPWTWVTEC TdC INTo0V va KAVETE.

Epicurus was the first man who pointed out that you yourself have the ability to find your way
out of the dark caves of religion and “higher education.” Epicurus taught that your own abilities
- your five senses, and the faculties with which you were born - are the only test of what is true
and false. He also taught that all religious speculation, and all academic logic and reasoning,
must be based on evidence that men have the ability to confirm or deny for themselves.
Epicurus showed you what the preachers and the academics do not want you to see - that all
their speculations in fact rely on the evidence of our natural faculties, and that speculation not
built on that evidence is worthless.
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O Enikovpog Atav o mpwtog dvBpwmno¢ o omolog emeorjuave 6Tl £0e(c oL (dlol €xete TNV
tkavétnTa va Bpelte 10 6pdUo 0ag €Ew amd TIC OKOTEWEC OMNALEG TNG Bpnokelag Kot TNG
«ovWTEPNG ekmaibevong». O Emikovpog 6(6a&e OTL oL BIkEC C0OaC LKAVATNTEC - OL MEVTE OOC
QLOOAOELG KaL Ol AOUTEG LKAVOTNTEG WE TLG omoleC yevwnBAKATE - elval o Hovadlkég EAeyX0C YL
To TL €lval owoTtd kot TL AdBoc. Adage, eniong, étL dAec oL BpnokevTikéc doEaaieg kat dtL 6An
n akadnuaikf Aoylkr Kot To oKemTIKS, Ba mpénel va Baoilovtal oe anodel&elc mov oL dvBpwrmol
éxouvv TN duvatéTtnTa va emPBeBalwoouvy i va dlawedoouy amnd pévol touvg. O Enlkovpog odg
€06€l€€ TL Ol LEPOKAPLKEG Kal ol akadnuaikol dev BEAoLY va delte - 6TL dAeC oL elkaolec TOLG
otnv mpaypatikéTnTa Boaoilovtal otny amddelén TWY QUOLKWY LKOVOTATWY HaC Kol OTL n
elkaola mov dev elval xTiopévn mdvw oe avth TNV anddelEn elvat dxpnaotn.

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that a god created the universe? Where is that god now?
Where are his continuing acts of creation today? Show me before my own eyes one grain of
sand being created from nothing! Show me one grain of sand being destroyed to nothing! If
there is no proof that a grain of sand can come from nothing, or go to nothing at the command
of a god or any of his preachers, then there is no proof the universe can - or ever did - come
from nothing!

Mo0 elval n anddelgn, pwtnoe o Enikovpog, 6Tl KAmolog B€4¢ dnulovpynaoe to cbunav; Moo eival
avTéC 0 BebC Twpa; Mol Bplokovtal oAPEPa oL guvexelc Tov TPGEeLc TNC dnuiovpylag; Asigte
MOV UTMPOOTA oTa HETLO HOL €vav KOKKO duou Tov va dnuovpyeitoal and to tinota! As(§te pou
€vav KOKKO GUUOL va KataoTpépetal oto Tinmota! Edv dev vndpyxel Kaplo andédelgn 4Tl €vag
KOKKOC Quuov pmopel va mpoépyetal and to T{nota, A va KaTaAAgel oTto T{MmoTa KAT €VTOAN
€VOC Beol A KAmolov amd TOuG LEPOKAPUKEC Tou, TéTE dev vmdpyel Koulo amddelEn 6TL TO
gOumav pmopel - | 6TL Kamote undpeaoe - va Mpoépxetal and to tinota!

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that the human soul existed before birth, or after death?
Where is the proof that in all the ages a single man has come back to life once being truly
dead? Such proof does not exist, and that means that once dead we are nothing, and there is
no possibility of reward or punishment after death.

Mo0 elval n anddel€n, pwtnoe o Enikovpog, éTL vrpxe N avBpwvn Yoy mpw and Tn yévvnon,
} étL Oa vndpyxel peTd To BdvaTto; Mol elval n anddelEn 6TL avd TOug ALWVEC évac dvBpwmog
éxel €pBel miow otn Cwr é0TW PLa EOPA €VW HTOV TIPAYUATIKE VEKPOG; TéTola anddelEn dev
vndpyxel kot avTtd onuaivel 4tL étav e{poote vekpol dev elpaote TiMota Kal 6TL Hev vNIGPYEL
Kapla mbavéTnTa yia enBpdBevon | Tipwpela peTd To BdvaTo.

Where is the proof, asked Epicurus, that there is a single standard for what is “good” or
“virtuous” in human life? Is it not true that killing another person will be looked on as a great
evil if the person killed is an innocent baby? But that killing another person will be looked on as
a great good if the person killed is a reprobate, stopped cold in the act of mass murder? All
questions of what is right and wrong must be judged in the context from which they arise.
There is no tablet of stone written by god or man which contains rules which must be obeyed
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by all men at all places and all times.

Stopped cold means "stopped totally" or "Stopped dead in its tracks" (without taking another
step).

Moo eival n anddelEn, poac pwTd o Emikovpocg, 6Tl vndpyetl éva pévo mMPASTLMO yla TO TL €ival
«KaAd» 1} «evdpeto» otn Cwr Touv avBpwtov; Asv elval aAriBela 6TL 0 @bévoc evdc GAAouv
avBpwrov Ba Bewpnbel wg éva peydAo Kakd, av To MPOCWNO TMOL OKOTWONKE eival éva abwo
HwPO; AAAG autdC 0 @Ovoc €vdC dAAou atdpov Ba Bewpnbel wc éva peydAo KaAd, av To
MPAOWMO MOL OKOTWONKE elval évac eykAnuatiog, mov oKOTWONKE Mdvw o€ pa MP&En pallkig
doAogoviag; OAeg oL epwTACELG Y TO TL elval owoTd Kat TL AdBoG Ba mpémnel va kpLtBolLv Bdoel
TWY oLVONKWY amd TLG onoleg MPOKOTMTOLY. Agv vTdpyxeL Kapia METPLVN MAGKA IOV va YPAQTNKE
amnd 0gd 1} AvBpwWMOo KAl TOL VA TIEPLEXEL KAVOVEG OL omoloL TIPEMEL v TNPoLVTaL and OAOLG TOUG
avBpwmoug oe OAOLUG TOUG TOTOLG Kal oe OAOUG TOUG XPOVOUG.

But while ethical questions must be judged by their context, where is the proof, asked Epicurus,
that nothing at all can be known with certainty? We can see for ourselves that killing may be
good or evil depending on context, why should we accept without any proof that the state of
being dead mean may mean delight in heaven or agony in hell?

Unproven assertions about death are bad enough, but even worse are those who tell us that
nothing in life can be known with certainty. These are the worst kind of liars, because they
presume that we will accept their definition of “true” and “false,” even while they tell us that
nothing can be true or false!

AMGE evwd) T nBKA epwTApaTa TPENEL va Kpivovtal amd TIC cuvbrikeg Toug, mol elval n
anddeLEn, pwTd o Emnikovpog étL Timota anoAVTwG dev unopel va yivel pe BeBadtnta yvwoto;
MmopoOpe va 6o0ue amd pévol pag 6Tl o eévog propel va elval KaAdG fj KakOC avdAoya PE TLC
ouvorkeg, yoti Ba mpémnel va dexTolue YWpPI(C Kapla amddelEn 6Tl To va elval K&Molog vekpdg
propel va onuaivel améAavon otov ovpavd A 060vn atnv KdAaaon;

AvanddelkToL LoXupLopol oxeTIKAd e TO Bdvato elval apkeTd Kakol, aAA& akOun XelpdTEPOL
elval ekelvol mov pag Aéve OtL Tt(nota otn Cwr dev umopel va yivel yvwotd pe BefatdtnTa.
AvTol glvatl yedteg ToL XelploTou €(boug, emeldr Bewpoly 6TL Ba amnodexBolpEe TOV 0PLOUS TOUG
MAvw oTNY «aAfBela» Kal 0Tto «YPeddog», akdun Kat Otav pag Aéve 6TL Tinota bev umopel va
elvat aAnBég f yevdéc!

Among the saddest of all are those whose education has led them to believe that their very
lives are worthless. These people waste their lives and bury their emotions in drugs from the
pharmacy, escapism from the television, or “stoicism” from the local bookstore.

In the face of these deceptions, Epicurus taught that we should look for ourselves at the nature
of the world. When we do, we will see that the world is governed neither by gods nor by chaos.
The sun rises in the east every day, and yet there is nothing truly new under the sun. Using our
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eyes and our intelligence, we can learn that the consistency we see in front of us must have a
basis, and that this basis is neither supernatural nor chaotic.

MeTa&D Twv Mo BALBEPWY amd dAoug elval ekelvol Twv omoiwv n ekmnaidevon To0¢ 0dRynoe va
moTebouy 6TL oL (Bleg Toug oL Twéc elval dypnoteg. Avtol ol dvBpwmot onataAolv Tn Cwr TOLG
Kal 8dBouv Ta cLVALoBAUATE TOULC ME TA AVTLKATABALTTIKA TOu Qapuakeiov, e TN Quyr amd
TNV MPOYHATIKOTNTA UECW TNG TnAedpaong, A HE TOV «OTWIKLOPO» ayopdlovTtag OXETKE
BLBAla and to yettovikd Toug BLRAoniwAElo.

AvTigéTwnog He auTéC TG amdteg, o Enikovpog 6(dage 6Tl Ba mpénel va avalnTrioOUUE TOV
€aLT6 Pag atn evon Tou Kéouov. OTav To K&vouue, Ba dolue 6TL 0 Kbopog ev KuBepvdTal o0TE
and 6g00¢ o0Te amd To YX&oG. O AALOG AVATEAAEL OTA QVATOAIKE K&ABe pépa, Kat OUwG dev
undpxEL TIMOTA MPAYHATIKA KAvoUPLo KATW amnd Tov AAL0. XPNOLUOTOLWVTAG T HATIA HaG KoL
™ @pdvNnon Hag, LMopolue va HABoupe 6TL N cuvoxH TOL BAEMOVKE UMPOOTA HOG TIPEMEL VO EXEL
ML Bdon, kat 6Tl avth N Bdon dev elval 00Te LIEPPLOLKHA 00VTE XAOTIKA.

Epicurus taught that Nature has no ruler over her, and that Nature yields neither to gods nor to
chaos. Instead, the world we see around us is composed of eternal elemental particles which
we cannot see, but which form the eternal fabric and glue from which the universe is made.
There are no ideal “patterns” to which we must conform our lives, or to which preachers and
academics have exclusive access. There is no beginning or end to the universe in space or
time. Instead there is only what is - the universe of eternal elements with natural properties
from which worlds are made. It is from these which the natural laws of the universe arise, and
from these by which the universe as a whole teems with life.

O Enikovpocg 6{6age 6Tl n pOon dev €xel Kavévay amnd Mdvw TNG va TN KLBEPVA Kat étL n dvon
bev vmokOmTEL 00TE OTOLC BE0VC 0UTE O0TO XAOC. AvTiBeT, 0 KOTGUOG oL BAEMOLUE YOPW HOG
ouvTiBeTal amnd aLWVLN OTOLXELWON ownaT{dla Ta omnola 6ev pnopovue va do0E, aAAd Ta omola
QMOTEAOUY TO aLWIVLO LALKS Kol TNy KOAAQ amd Ta omnolo KATAOKELAOTNKE TO ZOPMOv. Agv
vndpyxouvv Wavikd «poTiBa» ota omnola Ba mMpémnel va ouUPoPPWVovTaL ol CWEG hag, i oTa émoLa
Ol LEPOKAPLKEG Kal ol akadnuaikol éxouv amokAElOTIKA mpdoBacn. ITto olPnov dev vmdpyel
apxr kKot TEAoC Tou xwWpPoL 1§ Tou xpdvou. AvtiBeTa vndpyel KOVOo avTO TOL TPAYUATIKE elval -
TO OOMUTOV TWY ALWVIWY OTolXE{wv PE QuOKEC 1BLOTNTEC amd Ta omola SnuiovpyolvTaL Ol
Kéopot.. Elvat avtd and ta omola mpokOMTOLY Ol PUOLKOL VOUOL TOL CUUMAVTOC, Kal e{val amd
avTd e€attiag Twv onoiwv To cOUMNAY oTto cOVOAd Tov apileL amnd TwH.

As for how we should live, Epicurus asked: To what do all living things look to know what is
desirable and what is undesirable? Why would men be any less equipped by Nature to know
what to choose and what to avoid than are any other animals? All of us can see, Epicurus
pointed out, that young animals of all types - even humans - reach out for pleasure and draw
back from pain from the moment of birth. And this they continue to do so long as they remain
uncorrupted by false religions and false philosophies.

It is time for you to realize that the deceptions of the last two thousand years are not
irreversible. They are not permanent, and they are not your “fate.” You are a being with free
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will and an intelligent mind. Just as you can choose what type of ice cream you like using your
natural faculties, without gods or ideals of virtue to tell you which is best, you can choose how
to live your life using your natural faculties as well.

The path to happy living was opened by Epicurus over two thousand years ago - it is time you
got to know more about him.

0Ooo ywa 1o WG Ba mpénet va Crioovue, o Emnikovpo¢ pwtnoe: Mw¢ 6Aa ta wvtavd ovta
eaiveTal va yvwpiCouv Tt elvat emBuunTd Kat T elvat avemBounTo; MNati ot dvBpwmnot Ba mpénel
va elval Atyétepo gEomAlopévol and tn eUon, WoTe va yvwpiCouy TL va emAEEOLY Kal TL va
ano@lyouv amnd 6,TL OAa Ta GAAx Cwa; OAol pag unopolLue va dovue, Tévioe o Enikovpog, 6TL Ta
veapd Cwa OAWvV Twv €8WY - akdua Kat ol dvBpwmol - emdlwKovy TNV gvuxapioTnon Kat
amo@eVyoLvy Tov Mévo amnd Tn oTLypr TNG Yévvnong toug. Kat avtd Ba cuvexioouvv va mpdTtTouv
€pboov napape(ivouy avaArolwTol and YeOTIKEG OPNOKE(EG KoL YEOTIKEG GLAOCOQIEG.

Elval katpdc va guveldntomnoljoete 4TL ol eEanaTAOELC TwY TeEAevTa{WY 800 XIALAOWY €TWV Bev
elval pn avootpéylueg. Aev elval pévipeg Kat dev elval n «poipa» ocoag. Elote éva ov pe
eAe0Bepn BoOANON Kal HE éva eLPLEC HLOAS. AKPLBWC ONwC propeite va emAéEeTe TL €ldoug
MoywTé 0aC ap€oel XPNOLLOTOLWVTAC TIC QULOLKEC LKovOTNTEC 00C, Xwplc Toug BeolC N Ta
WBavikd TNC apeTiC va oag Aéve molo e{val To KAADTEPO, unopeite emiong va eMAEEETE MWCE va
{Noete TN Cwr 00 XPNOLUOTMOLWVTOC TG PUOLKEC 0OC LKOVOTNTEG..

H mopela mpo¢ tnv evtuylopévn Cwr &ekivnoe amd Ttov Emnikovpo mpw and mdvw and dvo
XALAOEG xpobvla - AABE KaLp
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