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Post by “Cassius” of December 25, 2021 at 1:41 PM

Camotero | think what you are questioning is the issue of the canon -- what it is, how to use it,
etc. So simply saying "using our senses and feelings" is a start, but not the whole. You would
need to incorporate all three of the legs of the canon, and then consider the rules of
comparison and analogy (rather than abstract logical reasoning) of which we only have
fragments of the full description.

If you decide to read further into that, | recommend the long appendix, and then the text, of the
DelLacy translation of Philodemus' "On Signs" or "On Methods of Inference" (same work;
different title).

| think what Epicurus is saying is that for the most success in life we need to tune our
functioning to understanding Epicurean philosophy and how to apply it. No doubt we can feel
relieved if something turns out pleasurable as a result of a decision made in an improper way,
but | think he is saying that if we indulge that method consciously and regularly we are bound
to suffer for it not because there is fate, but because we succeed best when we worth "with"
the nature of things and not "against" it or in ignorance of it.
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