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There seems to be particular importance in my mind on the "pro-" part of "prolepsis". The
particular prefix that is added to the root word indicates a temporal relation, in this case,
"before". This third criterion of knowledge (whatever it is) is occurring "before" something else,
indicating that Epicurus was critically evaluating the thing that comes "later" in relation to the
more reliable thing "before". In this case, it seems to be some form of mental activity.

The typical kinds of mental activity we observe and to which we can readily relate are things
like "thinking", "imagining", "reflecting", "contemplating", calculating", "reasoning",
"rationalizing", "problem solving", all of which take time.

He's talking about something that happens incredibly fast (or has already happened as far as
we're concerned).

So, as far as this article goes, I think it is giving a good, mechanical description of some of those
intellectual activities that happen so fast, they not only precede, but they help shape later
activities like "conceptualizing".
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