
Episode Ninety-Nine - The Epicurean View of Justice
(Part Two)
Post by “Godfrey” of December 11, 2021 at 3:07 PM

Quote from Cassius

If that is correct, then the proper analogy would be that due to your faculty of
preconceptions you have the ability to perceive that certain relationships and dealings
with people are significant enough to perceive them as falling into a general category
of relationships that we choose to call "justice." The particular preconception is a
recognition that in the dealings of the people involved there is a relationship that we
can expect to be repeated over and over and thus needs evaluation.

Cassius I agree with what you've written but I do question this quote. First, are you saying that
we actually categorize something as part of a preconception? That seems to me to be done
using reason: I understand a preconception as being more "primitive" than that, more akin to a
sensation or feeling.

In your second sentence you seem to be saying that there's a projection into the future, which
again seems more like reason to me. But you're also emphasizing relationship, which on the
societal level is a component of justice.

Quote from Don

But there is an underlying "no harm to me, no harm to you" reciprocity at work,
especially in the chimp and monkey examples. If you look at the definitions of δίκαιος,
there's a maintaining a certain balance in society aspect. One chimp sees a group
member being "harmed" by being denied food etc. Another member shares,
maintaining balance in society. The sharing member also sets up the precedent for
reciprocity from the other member in the troop.

"No harm to me, no harm to you" seems like a preconception to me, it just doesn't appear to
necessarily extend to "no harm to others" unless perhaps one has been raised with that view
and therefore it has become a default point of view. Chimps maintaining balance in society
seems like it might be such a learned default. Or could it be explained as an innate sense of
empathy?

To compare the two quotes, I see Don's as "one-offs" occurring in the present instant, similar to
a sensation. There is also memory involved if you consider how one is raised as contributing to
a preconception. But my understanding is that any recognition that this is "justice" or may be
beneficial in the future occurs after the preconception, through reasoning. Am I mistaken in
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this?
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