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Eloquently stated, Joshua !!

One thing that strikes me as I read your writing was that, like science, if the philosophy of
Epicurus is ever truly lost, there's a chance someone in the future would recreate - or
rediscover - it on their own under a different name.

Being based on natural principals and having a foundation in a material world, one could, if
necessary, "discover" that the world is built of "little seeds", that the "soul" dies with the body,
that if there are "gods" (of that concept arises) that they don't bother us, the rational pursuit of
pleasure is a worthy goal, and so on.

I find it very difficult to believe that the same could be said for Christian substitution theology
or even virtue-based Stoicsm. Maybe some kind of "Buddhist" "science of mind" involving
meditation because the mind is always there to study and engage in introspection.

But I've heard this argument from scientists and agnostics/atheists: that science is
"rediscoverable" and religion is not. Some new form of theology would emerge to control the
masses and to strike fear into them. But scientific principles are manifest in the universe:
E=mc², the Earth goes around the sun, etc. I would include living beings are attracted to
pleasure and avoid pain in there which underpins the philosophy we know as Epicurus's but in
the future could be "resurrected" by someone else independent of knowledge of the Garden.
That doesn't mean we don't respect or honor Epicurus now since the philosophy does spring
from him and we know it now. I think I take comfort in this rediscoverability, but I'm curious if
anyone agrees or has any thoughts iin this direction.
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