Episode Ninety-Nine - The Epicurean View of Justice
(Part Two)

Post by “Cassius” of December 5, 2021 at 6:09 PM

I will get the podcast up as soon as possible, but in the meantime | should clarify that the
reason we were talking about this was in the context of justice. The point was made that we
can in fact derive much useful guidance from observing the nature of things -- how things work
for us and to us -- how we do in fact have to eat and drink and do all sorts of things due to the
way we are "created by nature."

But the warning stressed so strongly by Lucretius is the real point, and we discussed that he's
not making this point simply as a biological observation. He's asserting that just because we
use the eyes to see that does not mean that SOMEONE OR SOMETHING DESIGNED THEM THAT
WAY.

And so by analogy, just because we observe that certain patterns of conduct do produce more
pleasure, and others produce more pain, that too is a PRACTICAL conclusion about "the way
things are." It doesn't mean that just because things are that way now, that "Venus / Nature" or
some supernatural god designed them that way for our benefit and for us to follow as an
ironclad absolute rule. Simply because we can observe that in many contexts things generally
work out in the end or pleasure, or for pain, that does not mean that we should treat those
observations as "absolute natural law" that have to be honored in the same way that we would
honor them if some supernatural god handed them to us as an eternal law (as for example
Moses was allegedly handed the ten commandments), nor are that written somehow mystically
"in the stars" - or somewhere else - and are discernable to us through geometry or
mathematics or "logic" (as or example Plato and Aristotle proposed).

This is such a deep subject and this post is not intended to be the last word on anything - just
an explanation as to why this cite appears in the notes to this podcast. Martin and Charles and
Joshua can correct me if my summary is wrong, and once the podcast is posted everyone is of
course invited to comment.
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