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I agree with Gisela Striker there too. No matter how much lipstick you put on a pig, a pig is still
a pig. "Ataraxia" is (like aponia) a negative term, and would In my view never be used by
Epicurus as the primary way to express and convey the ultimate goal of life.

A negative term suits very well to explain why Plato and Aristotle are wrong in saying that
pleasure cannot be the highest good, but a negative term is never going to take the place of
hedone, or other words like euthymia, as the positive way Epicurus would articulate the guide
and goal of life.
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Call it a matter of style, or tone, or a 'sense of life' issue, but if there is a "Stoic personality" and
an "Epicurean personality" (and I would say there probably is) then I would say that the
Epicurean personality is going to find much more pleasure and affinity in the "positive" rather
than the "negative." Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius just ooze with sourness and negativity and
darkness and defeat.
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