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Post by “Matt” of November 19, 2018 at 4:40 PM

I should probably introduce myself here as there are many who probably do not know me
outside of Facebook.

I have studied all sorts of idealist philosophy, everything from Neoplatonism to Eastern Vedanta
but was dissatisfied with these abstract philosophies as I see them as more therapeutic rather
than actually defining truth. I eventually found Epicurus and became enamoured with his
natural, materialist philosophy. I have always been a theist, so learning that the Epicureans also
had a theological system proved to be a great interest for me. For a couple years I adopted the
philosophy as my own and sought to adapt it to my life. During this time I became friends with
many of the core FB Garden and I continue to keep the lines of fellowship open.

I eventually studied Epicurean theology more deeply and found that I could not accept it. So I
abandoned the idea of being an Epicurean because this was a cornerstone issue for me.

Over the course of the last year I had been convicted to turn back to the faith of my youth and
see it not from purely a metaphysical or philosophical approach, but rather an entirely practical
one that involved giving up intellectual inquiry and adopting certain principles and a open
frame of mind that now after years of missing what was being presented, it fundamentally
makes sense to me.

So at this time I do not consider myself an Epicurean, but rather a Christian and Neoplatonist
philosopher. I am someone who has had a growing relationship with the Epicurean community
and thus far they have not shunned me, but rather continue to embrace me as a friend. It
makes for a very interesting relationship.

But as this relates to Epicurean philosophy...I see friendship, fellowship, and community being
hallmarks of the Epicurean garden. So in that, I seek out commonalities between it and other
world systems. Though the two worlds are in fact irreconcilable it never precludes us from
being able to have a dialogue.

Other than relaying what I know of the core doctrines of Epicurean philosophy I only have at
this time inputs regarding the theology and how it relates to other systems.

Thanks for having me!

Matt
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