A Request To New Participants

Post by “Condorcet” of November 14, 2018 at 7:48 PM

Thank you Cassius! | can respond to the May 15 post, "please drop back and let us know your
positions on Epicurean physics and Epicurean canonics/epistemology."

-1 know there has been some criticism of Epicurean physics and | concluded the critics might
benefit from a more thorough understanding of how Epicurus advanced contemporary physics.
How, unlike other commentators, Epicurus' conclusions are based on fundamental scientific
reasoning and the limits of unaided perception.

"In the broadest of terms the areas of that will determine your conclusions about Epicurean
philosophy in general are your views on the nature of the universe (the existence of
supernatural gods, pre-birth or post-death existence of souls, existence of "ideals" elsewhere in
the universe, or "essences" in this one),

-Here | agree with Epicurus. His idea as | recall is that people are welcome to believe what they
want but when dealing with unobservable phenomenon it is vital that we don't become so
enamored of our ideas that we overlook what we are perceiving in Nature.

"on the nature of knowledge (whether knowledge is possible"
-1 believe knowledge is possible, there are facts derived by experience and experiment.
"the role of reason in knowledge, and the relative status and role the senses, anticipations"

-For this | had to turn to Epicurus and His Philosophy which | am just now beginning to read. My
sense is that "anticipations" is the Epicurean word that explains how we seem to know things
almost without reasoning. After studying Stephen Pinker's The Blank Slate: The Modern Denial
of Human Nature | believe "anticipation" refers to what we understand as "genetic
predisposition." Maybe "anticipation" is also a way of explaining what we experience as
"heuristics."
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