Welcome Cleveland Oakie!

Post by “Godfrey” of November 9, 2021 at 10:10 PM

There's a book titled Greek Buddha, by Christopher Beckwith, that describes how Pyrrho spent
several years with Alexander and studied the version of Buddhism existing at that time. He
proposes that there may have been cross pollination between Pyrrho and the Buddhists.

| believe that DL mentions that Epicurus was an admirer of Pyrrho. If all of this was so, | can
imagine that Epicurus made improvements to Pyrrho's ideas in the same way that he did to
Democritus' ideas. For example, as | understand Buddhism, a goal is to eliminate desire (which
is of course impossible: you really have to desire to eliminate desire in order to eliminate
desire!). Epicurus came up with an elegant and more evidence based theory of the various
types of desire. But this is speculation on my part and | gather that Beckwith's book is
controversial.
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