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Of possible related interest: One of the reasons I enjoyed the DeWitt book is that I like reading
about classical history and culture anyway: I just finished reading "Five Roman Lives," a recent
translation of five of Plutarch's lives: Pompey, Caesar, Cicero, Brutus and Antony, and the lives
sometimes mention Epicureans. Apparently at least some of Caesar's assassins were
Epicureans; a book I have on hold at the library, "The Last Assassin: The hunt for the killers of
Julius Caesar" by Peter Stothard apparently goes into some detail on that.

I was surprised that the "Very Short Introduction to Epicureanism" doesn't mention DeWitt's
book. So I looked up Epicureanism in my third edition of the Oxford Classical Dictionary, and it
doesn't mention the book either!

As I've been invited to submit questions, I did have one: Has anyone seen any evidence that
Epicurus might have been influenced by Buddhism? Of course, Epicurus did not advocate either
indulgence or extreme ascetism but recommend a sensible middle course, and I'm struck by
how his actual advice (as opposed to misconceptions) is rather reminiscent of the Middle Way
of Buddhism. Siddhartha of course was raised in luxury and experimented with ascetism and
ultimately rejected both.
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