Differences between Epicureanism and Cyrenaicism
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This is an inquiry common to all philo-
sophers; for where is the man who will
presume to style himself a philosopher, and
lay down no rules of duty? But there are
certain schools which pervert all duty by the
ultimate objects of good and evil which they
propose. For if a man should lay down as
the chief good, that which has no connection
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with virtue, and measure it by his own in-
terests, and not according to its moral merit;
if such a man shall act consistently with his
own principles, and is not sometimes influ-
enced by the goodness of his heart, he can
cultivate neither friendship, justice, nor gener-
osity. In truth, it is impossible for the man
to be brave who shall pronounce pain to be
the greatest evil, or temperate who shall pro-
pose pleasure as the highest good.

Though these truths are so self-evident that
they require no philosophical discussion, yet
they have been treated by me elsewhere. I
say, therefore, that if these schools are self-
consistent, they can say nothing of the moral
duties. Neither can any firm, permanent, or
natural rules of duty be laid down, but by
those who esteem virtue to be solely or by
those who deem it to be chiefly, desirable for
+its own sake. The teaching of duties, there-
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