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Quote

As for this particular writer/prisoner, what else do we know about him? Was he
sympathetic to slaveholding? Did I read something about him being a northerner, or
was he just in a northern prison?

Born and educated in Ohio. Moved to Mississippi as an educator, joined the Confederate army,
imprisoned (ironically) in Ohio, offered his freedom in exchange for a renunciation of the
Confederate cause; refused, and after the war returned to Mississippi where he died.

Quote

So probably the same observation about the Roman Civil War applies to the American
version. You had people on both sides who were moral absolutists appealing to divine
right (the South's Deo Vindice and the North's "Battle Hymn")

I see upon rereading my post that I never got around to stating this point, but ^this is where I
was going with that.

I don't think Caldwell is going to revolutionize our understanding of anything, but here's another
point I neglected to make; if not for the war, his interest in Lucretius would likely not even be
remembered. He's a fragment from the wreckage, swept up with the tide of a particular
moment in history. It will take more work to dig up the references that are even more obscure.
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