Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics

Post by “Cassius” of October 25, 2021 at 9:50 AM

Episode Ninety-Three of Lucretius Today is now available! This episode marks both an end and
a new beginning for the podcast. We have now completed the entire poem of Lucretius, so it is
time to apply what we have learned to the issue of how to live. To carry us forward, we are
going to turn from the most complete statement left to us from the ancient world of Epicurean
physics to the most complete statement left to us of Epicurean Ethics: the narrative by
Torquatus in Cicero's "On Ends." This episode is considerably longer than in the past, but we
take the time to introduce the text and discuss carefully the vitally important opening
paragraphs. In this episode we frame the question of what it is we are about to discuss: the
nature of the "highest good." We will also discuss how Epicurus answered that question - by
pointing to the young of all living things, who newly-born have not yet been corrupted by false
philosophies and false religions. We hope you will enjoy this episode as much as we did in
bringing it to you, and we hope you will stay with the podcast as we continue to explore
Epicurean philosophy in the spirit of Lucretius.

https://www.spreaker.com/episode/47144073
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