The "One and the Many" Question - Do You Fancy
You Have Found Treasure of Wisdom In This? Do You
Puzzle Your Friends And Even Your Dog About It?
What In the World Is Socrates Talking About?

Post by “Cassius” of October 24, 2021 at 1:09 PM

We are essentially going to have to fill out what is unstated at that Wikipedia page: What was
Epicurus' position?

Plato (et

Plto beleved that there was a sharp disincion bween the workd ofperceivabe object and the wortd of universas or foms: ane can only have mere opinions abou the fomer, but ne can have knawledge about the letter. For Plato it
e ot possileto have knowledge of anything that couldchange or was pariclar, snce nowlede ha o be foreverunfaling and general 1 orthk reason, te warld o the oms s the ealwark, ke sunlight, whie the sensile world
i oy imperfecty or pariallyrea, ke shadoms, This Platonic ealism, however, in enying that he eternal Forms are mentalartfacts,cifferssharply with modem forms ofealsm.

Qe of the st nomnalt rifiuesof Pt realsm s thatof Diogenes of Snape, who s e seen Plat'scups andtale,but no: s cupness and ableness

Arstotle [
Main article: Aristotle's heory of universals

Plto’sstudent Arisotl disaqreed with his futor,Aistotl transformed Plat'sforms nto *formal causes", the blueprits r essences ofindividual things, Wheres Plato idealzed qgometry, Aistote emphesized nature and related
cisipins and therefore much of his thinking concems lving beings and their properties, The nature of universals in Arisote' philosophytherefor hinges on is viewofnatural kinds. Intead of cateqrizing being accoreing to the
srucure ofthought, e propose ha the categorcal analssbe et upon te structure of the maturalwor 1 e s theprincile o preication i Catore, where e tabshe tht unversl tms a nvolved na reltion
ofpedication f some:fcts expressed by orcnary sentences ok 1

I s workOn tepretafion, e e the the concentof uriveral s ap o be recae of many andtatsinguer s nt 2 Fornsance,mans & niverslwhileCallas s 2 sngue. e phlesopher disinguihed highest
0 ke animal and pecies ke man but e mataine that both are prelcateof individual e, 1 Tis s considered part of an aporoachtotheprincple ofthings, which aheres o the rerion thet What s most niversal s also
most e Consider o example & prticulr ook e, Ths s & member of 2 spies and it has much i commn it ther ok s, st presentand fur, s univeral, s oaknes, s apartof . A ologatc tudy oak eesand
Iearm ahout oakness and more generally the iteligile order within the sensile warld, Accorcingly, Aristote was more confident tha Plato ahoutcoming to know the sensole workd: he was & proatypical empiicit and a founder of
Inducton, Arstole was & new, moderate sort of reafct about niversals

While | definitely don't think Epicurus agreed with Plato on this, | don't think he agreed with
Aristotle either, and | think we're going to rotate back to that section on the origins of Epicurean
empiricism from Delacy:
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