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As I continue to think about the thorny problems we've just discussed, I began to realize that all
I'm doing is coming up with a series of great cop-outs.

Time Enough?

One of my other enduring interests is horology, or the study of the human art and science of
time-keeping. Perhaps the greatest living watchmaker in the English speaking world is Roger
Smith, who lives and works on the Isle of Man. One of the unofficial mottos of that Isle is "Traa
Dy Liooar", or Time Enough.

The problem for us is that we are "by nature mortal and ephemeral" (Claudius Ptolemy), and
that the one thing we don't have is time: even if we are fortunate enough to study philosophy
while young, as Epicurus advised, we cannot go on forever in suspense, and skeptical of the
proper End of life.

We are needful of an answer, an operating axiom from which to work. Sooner or later we need
to give this tangled semantic web the Gordian treatment—to cut through words and logic and
disputation, through dialectic and debate and Ciceronian puppet-strings, and to come down to
something visceral and experiential.

...but that's not really an answer, is it.
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