Multiple Components Comprise the Epicurean Life

Post by “Cassius” of October 23, 2021 at 5:50 AM

| am pretty sure | understand your position, Godfrey and Don, and | think there is a possibility
that you are right in this case. K. Has to be the ultimate judge of that.

But this | also believe to be true:

That every aspect of our current American society is so thoroughly anti-epicurean in nature that
we must expect that anyone who has not already thoroughly examined these issues has been
"programmed" with very damaging assertions about the biggest issues of life.

The issue of the role of pleasure may be simple enough for any kitten or puppy or baby to
understand it, but no human of average social exposure in 2021 has escaped the preventing
influence of modern culture, and simply identifying happiness or even pleasure as the goal of
life is akin to the biblical assertion to the effect that "not all who call out the name of Jesus will
be saved."

Certainly if K or anyone else were to choose not to pursue certain aspects of the philosophy
that would be their choice and something to be respected,.

However the underlying issue that Epicurus was facing is in my view the same that we face to
day - that of identifying a consistent system of thought that we can embrace confidently as that
which is most consistent with our ultimate natures and which is the "best" use of our short
lives.

Unless we understand the system we cannot apply it consistently in our own circumstances. We
can't understand the system unless we understand the steps by which Epicurus got from
"nothing comes from or goes to nothing" to his "canon of truth". And without that
understanding we can't ultimately be confident in processing the "word games" that confront
every one of us who were not born on and are not living on a desert island.

But in this and every case K it any other person involved has to proceed at her own speed and
as she is so inclined.
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