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Post by “Cassius” of October 22, 2021 at 6:27 PM

Kalosyn I I believe it would be interesting to consider you as being in the role of Philebus, and
picture Socrates (really Plato) responding to your comment instead of one of us:

Socrates: So K, if you believe that pleasure is governed by wisdom and reason, then you
believe that wisdom and reason are superior to, and more important to have, than pleasure?

K - Well.... ?

Socrates:L If so, K, then you really maintain that the ultimate most important thing for you to
have is wisdom and reason, because they are the elements of life that tell you how and when to
pursue pleasure and everything else.

K - ??

Socrates: On the other hand, if what you are saying is that you need both pleasure and wisdom,
then you are something of a "cook" putting together the ingredients of the best life. And if you
are a cook, then the art of cookery, which is the wisdom as to how to combine and process your
ingredients, is really the most important thing for you to have. Right?

K - ????

Socrates: Likewise, if you are saying that you need both pleasure and wisdom, then you are
saying the pleasure alone cannot be "the good" to pursue above all else. That is because if
pleasure can be made better through the addition of wisdom, then pleasure alone would be
definition be insufficient to be "the good." And I say that because one of the characteristics of
being THE good (being "the best" or being "the highest good") is that such an ultimate
objective is complete and sufficient in itself, The "highest" good can never or allow anything
else to be added to it which would make it even better - or else it would not be the highest!

K - ????

So if our modern Socrates were to say those things to you, how do you think you might
respond? 
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