Welcome Cleveland Oakie!

Post by “Cleveland Okie” of October 21, 2021 at 9:52 AM

A few observations/questions:

1. I'm most of the way through DeWitt's book, and in Chapter 14 he writes of Epicurus, "He
favored a minimum of government and chose to look upon men as free individuals in a society
transcending local political boundaries." Is this an eccentric opinion of DeWitt's, or would most
experts on Epicurus describe him as a kind of libertarian or classical liberal? It is interesting to
me that my current intense interest in Epicureanism was spurred by Bryan Caplan's
recommendation that everyone read the "Letter to Menoeceus." (Caplan is a libertarian
blogger, college professor and author. Many of his views are decidedly Epicurean, i.e. he
stresses the importance of friendship.)

2. Now that | know more about Epicureanism, thanks to DeWitt's book, | have to say that the
Epicurean position that puzzles me the most is the denunciation of mathematics. Is there a
ancient Greek cultural context here that I'm not getting?

3. About sex, same question. Is Epicurus negative toward sex because he opposed older men
hitting on young boys, or is there something else at work here? | don't see how, for example,
married sex would contradict Epicurean principles.

4. | didn't really get an answer to my query about Hiram Crespo's book, but related to that, |
was browsing on Kindle the other night and | ran across Cassius' "Elemental Epicureanism" and
bought it for 99 cents. At that price, and with its collection of basic texts, it ought to be
recommended to every new person joining this website. I'll note that an "H. Crespo"
recommended it and gave it five stars.
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