
Episode Nine - The Evidence That Atoms Exist, Even
Though They Are Unseen
Post by “Cassius” of October 19, 2021 at 2:35 PM

Received a comment today on this episode from a listener in Europe (via google translate):

Cassius, I listened to Lucretius podcast 9. There is a debate about how to convince people who
don't want to trust their senses. The Flemish philosopher Maarten Boudry has an interesting
view on this. He says that there are people who do not want to know something. There are
lovers who promise each other loyalty and also say, if you were unfaithful, I don't want to know.
There are people who carry cancer genetically, but say to their doctor, I don't want research, I
don't want to know. When developing new tests for detecting cancer, they ask people in
advance: if we develop that test, would you use it? 70% say yes, but if the test is really there,
and people are invited, there are only 35% who actually do it. So a lot of people don't even
know they don't want to know something. I find that an enlightening insight.
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