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Quote from Don

So, Cicero really didn't like Epicureanism even with Epicurean friends.

I don't have the time sequence of the different books down in my mind other than that
apparently a good number of them were written near the end of his life when he had been
forced into retirement by the civil war and was not a happy camper. I also understand that the
death of his daughter in this period (or nearby) further darkened his outlook. But it seems like
more than anything else the recurring theme is that Cicero was a politician interested in the
health of the state above all, and he didn't have the creativity to see how an expansive reading
of "pleasure" could be made to be consistent with his goal of citizenship.

Quote from Don

– two expressions that are never attested in Epicurus’ Key Docrines, but only in later
sources – does not amount to anything like a general a priori rule.

Yes indeed you can hear me cheering him on there....

And post number 5 above in general - the extended excerpt - is just outstanding. That's what I
am referring to as the lead that Cicero could have used to thread together Epicurean views and
the requirements of good citizenship - but he chose not to go that route and instead ended up
with his head detached from his body without really putting up a fight, unlike Atticus who
maintained friendly relations with both sides or Cassius who at least put up a strong fight
before he exited the stage of his own volition.
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