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Returning to my obsession with pleasure v desire, I'd add the thought that perhaps when you
are fully aware of your pleasure, you aren't experiencing desire. This doesn't mean that desire
is opposed to pleasure, only that it can result in pleasure and is different from pleasure. If
pleasure and desire were equivalent then you would experience maximum desire at the same
time as maximum pleasure. I find that that isn't the case. Therefore it doesn't make sense to
rank or categorize pleasures, at least not in the same way as desires. I think that this begins to
separate the idea of absence of pain from the categories of desire, and might prove to be a
rebuttal to the ascetic argument upon further development.... 
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