An Epicurean Understanding of Pleasure

Post by “Godfrey” of October 9, 2021 at 2:25 PM

| agree with Don in post #83. And | would add that to me the only point in ranking pleasures is
to argue with opponents of Epicurus. The end result of that is comparable to having a fourth leg
of the Canon: it's an interpretation that tries to accommodate someone who isn't necessarily
interested in understanding EP but rather in undermining it. So | think at some point we reach a
limit to the value of studying Cicero if our goal is to live the philosophy. | realize though that
there are two agendas here: living the philosophy and promoting/defending the philosophy.

Quote

PD 9: If every pleasure were condensed and were present at the same time and in the
whole of one's nature or its primary parts, then the pleasures would never differ from
one another.

| would paraphrase this as "it's silly to rank pleasures" v

"The most pleasant”, to me, refers to a life, not to a pleasure. And the most pleasant life would
be one that has been fully aware of available pleasures and has worked to maintain those
pleasures through prudent management of desires.
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