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Quote from Cassius

it is clear too that we also feel pleasure or pain independently of any desire

Absolutely! The literal definition of πάθη pathē is "what is done or what happens to a person."
See my #71 above that you reacted to. That's why desires and pleasure (& pain) are two very
different things. We can choose our desires. Pleasure and pain will happen to us irregardless of
whether we choose one over the other or not. What Epicurus's philosophy does is give us a goal
toward which to direct what choices we make about which desires to pursue and which to reject
at any given time depending on our context and circumstances.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2220-an-epicurean-understanding-of-
pleasure/?postID=14222#post14222

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2220-an-epicurean-understanding-of-pleasure/&postID=14221#post14221
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2220-an-epicurean-understanding-of-pleasure/?postID=14222#post14222
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2220-an-epicurean-understanding-of-pleasure/?postID=14222#post14222

