Draft of A New Meme - Where Are The Epicurean
Men?

You ladies whio understand Epicurus also understand
the problem, but you are probably too diplomatic to
say it, 30 | will ask it for you: "Are there any real men
left in Greece, or anywhere else?"

-
-
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Metrodorus, perhaps, & man w nizlligence was stealed
against such assaults by skepticism and insight, one who, if he
could not detect the precise imposture, would at any rate have
been perfectly certain that, though this escaped him, the whole
thing was & le and an iImpossibility. - Lucian

Let's see where to start! First, | considered this a first draft in posting it, and | look forward to
revising it to sharpen the issues. | definitely did not intend it as an endorsement of Sparta over
Athens, although i believe that given the contextual nature of what is virtuous, there are indeed
times when being organized for war as were the Spartans can be more efficient than running an
army by democratic vote. | often point out to my friends in local conversation that the example
of the Romans was even to appoint a dictator in times when survival is threatened (the
Cincinnatus story?). | doubt very much that Epicurus would say that any form of government is
ALWAYS "the best" (other than that which best preserves our lives and ability to live happily
under the circumstances.)

But my main target here was not praise of Sparta but to raise a question for debate as to when
and how threats to our safety and happiness should be met by "force" and not just by "debate."
| think our current times have brought so much material ease, and with it complacency, that we
arguably have been, like the proverbial frog, boiled at low heat for so long that we tolerate far
too many things that are - to us - "injustice" - because not conducive to our fundamental happy
living.

| was more sensitive in putting this together to charges of "sexism," because surely especially
in the modern world women are able to fight with much the same potency as men. And in that
sense it is sometimes very hard to separate the "ladies" from the "men" when it comes to
taking charge and leading active countermeasures against threats. So for my purposes in this
draft, no subtext of women being weaker or relying on men for all fighting was intended.
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However | have no doubt that, regardless of our aspirations, in times of physical threats it is the
traditional role of men to risk their lives first, and when the men choose to hang back, it is very
unfair to call on women to do so in their place.

While the graphic may overwhelm the text, the text emphasizes Lucian praising Epicurus and
Metrodorus as examples of the type of men who stand up with confidence against bitter
enemies. And in the full context of Alexander the Oracle Monger, from which the text comes,
the Epicurean given as an example risked his life in opposing the fraudulent religious impostor.

Those are some of the things going through my mind that | would like to frame in a graphic as a
means of challenging us to think about our own situations in the way that Cicero addressed one
of his most famous lines, to Catiline, to the effect -- "How long, O Catiline, will you go on
abusing our patience?" At what point DOES our patience give out, and we resort to more active
measures, rather than sitting stoically on our hands while our enemies surround us and choke
us past the point of no return?
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