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That is extremely well written Nate thank you!

I particularly think your link between the Europeans and Emerson (transcendentalism) is
helpful. It's been my experience (or at least viewpoint) that the word "transcendentalism" has
too favorable a connotation at least in USA thought processes. They talk a lot about "nature"
(Walden Pond?) and yet don't seem to be pointing to nature as much as they point to
something that they allege "transends" nature.

It would be helpful to articulate in very clear terms to what extent it is fair to consider both
them and the German idealists as essentially one with Platonic rejection of the "real world" in
favor of the world of "ideas."

In regard to how this works with the transcendentalists I bet Joshua will have comment so I will
tag him.

Again, not trying to oversimplify, but I always want us to drag these difficult ideas into the open
at least in the form of "outlines" so that we can at least point the way to help people with a
framework of understanding the issues and the differences with Epicurus.
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