Comparing Epicurus to German Idealism

Post by “Cassius” of September 21, 2021 at 7:38 AM

In our 20th discussion last night Martin mentioned Hegel and perhaps Schopenhauer, and | am
beginning to realize | have a significant gap in my understanding of the place of what | gather is
known as "German ldealism." | have in the past tended to think of that more in terms of some
kind of "romanticism," but | gather there is much more of an issue as to its relationship to
"Platonic idealism" that is worth being more clear about. | think | have a fair understanding of at
least part of Nietzsche, and that probably he's more of a rebel against "German idealism" than
a proponent of it, but at that point (and maybe not even at that point) | am lost.

So I'd like to start this thread about German Idealism so we can after some discussion perhaps
come to some tentative thumbnail conclusions about how it relates to Epicurus.

At first glance, my working presumption is that if German idealism is a variant of Platonic
idealism, then Epicurus would have very little good to say about it. Is even that a fair starting
point for a tentative framework? Would Epicurus reject German idealism less strongly, or more
strongly, than he rejected Platonic idealism?
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