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I don't think "preeminent to nonhuman matter is accurate" - that sounds like the Biblical setting
up of Adam and Eve to rule over the animals. But I do think that from the perspective of the
individual that Epicurus and Lucretius held that it was correct for us to view - through our
feeling - that some things more important to us than others, and that the happiness of
ourselves and our friends is at the top of that list.

There are lots of people who have been described over the years as happy warriors. I will date
myself by remembering, from when I was growing up, the first person to whom I heard that title
applied. He doesn't look so happy in this magazine cover though!

2
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2194-2014-article-by-jonathan-williams-happy-violence-bentley-lucretius-
and-the-prehi/?postID=13908#post13908

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/2253-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/2253-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/2253-pasted-from-clipboard-png/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2194-2014-article-by-jonathan-williams-happy-violence-bentley-lucretius-and-the-prehi/?postID=13908#post13908
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2194-2014-article-by-jonathan-williams-happy-violence-bentley-lucretius-and-the-prehi/?postID=13908#post13908


But in general I think "Happy Warrior" is a good title for any aggressive Epicurean philosopher.
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